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Does the Japanese Giant Flying
Squirrel Petaurista leucogenys
Still Survive in Chiba Prefecture,
Central Japan?

Keiji Ochiai”> and Mayumi Shigeta™

9> Natural History Museum and Institute, Chiba
955-2 Aoba-cho, Chuo-ku, Chiba 260-8682, Japan
E-mail: ochiail chiba-muse.or.jp
9 wildlife Management Company
2748-7 RT9-201 Naruse, Machida 194-0044, Japan

The Japanese giant flying squirrel Petaurista leuco-
genys is likely to have lived in Chiba Prefecture during
the Jomon period (10,0000400 B.C.), as ancient bones
of this species have been found widely among the
remains of the period in this area. There is no evidence
or accurate record to suggest that this animal lived
in Chiba Prefecture after the Jomon period, and there
fore it has been considered to have become extinct.
Nevertheless, in spite of this generally accepted view,
some fragmentary information has led to a persisting
belief that this species may still survive somewhere in
Chiba Prefecture. In order to examine this possibility,
we conducted an investigation using five approaches.

0480

1) Checking hearsay sighting information about
carcasses or live individuals. 2) Field research to find
signs, including feces, at locations where sightings
have been reported. 3) Searching the contemporary
literature published after 1945. 4) Searching literature
published in the modern era (1868-1945). 5) Checking
records of hunting statistics. Some sighting information,
contemporary literature, and hunting records suggest-
ing the existence of the giant flying squirrel in Chiba
Prefecture were found. However, much of this informa-
tion may have been based on misconception and/or
errors in the records, because there was no accompany-
ing evidence such as specimens or photographs, or
accurate observations by wildlife specialists. A survey
of the literature published in the modemn era indicated
that by this time the species had probably already
become extinct in Chiba Prefecture, or was very rare.
No undisputed evidence to indicate that the flying
squirrel still survived in Chiba Prefecture, or had done
so during the contemporary or modern era, was found.
Thus, the generally accepted view that the species
no longer survives in Chiba Prefecture was concluded
to be valid, taking into account the present results, the
results of numerous nature and wildlife studies
conducted in Chiba Prefecture, and the conspicuous
behavior of this animal including its gliding and
characteristic call.
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