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Distribution and Invading Process
of the Masked Palm Civet,
Paguma larvata, in Chiba
Prefecture, Central Japan

Keiji Ochiai

Natural History Museum and Institute, Chiba
955-2 Aoba-cho, Chuo-ku, Chiba 260-8682, Japan

The Masked Palm Civet, Paguma larvata, native
to southeast Asia, has spread widely its distribu-
tion in Japan as an exotic species from 1940’s, and
has been recorded in all of the Kanto district but
Chiba Prefecture by late 1970’s. Distribution re-
cords in Chiba based on sightings of live individu-
als or fresh bodies were gathered in 1990-1997
from the following sources of information: news
paper articles, bulletins of local naturalist clubs,
specimens deposited in the museum and personal
communications with distinct naturalists. Seven-
ty-eight records confirmed by the author showed
that the first record in Chiba was from Oohara
town in 1987, and that the civet was distributed in
a total of 28 cities, towns and villages, including
urbanizing areas such as Funabashi and Ichikawa
cities. The civet seemed to invade into Chiba from
a neighboring prefecture, Ibaragi.





