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Geographic Patterns of Dominance
for Major Species of Evergreen
Broad-leaved Forests Remained

in Chiba Prefecture

Masatoshi Hara

Natural History Museum and Institute, Chiba
955-2 Aoba-cho, Chuo-ku, Chiba 260-8682, Japan

Studies and reports of evergreen broad-leaved
forests in Chiba Prefecture were reviewed and
geographic patterns of dominance for major
component species were analyzed based on these
data. Natural evergreen broad-leaved forests were
scarcely found and no data was available in some
areas such as northwestern and eastern part of
Shimosa Upland, Kujyukuri Plain and northern
part of Ichihara City. For 260 plots at 117 sites in
Chiba Prefecture, dominant species of each plot
were determined by relative basal area (RBA). Cas-
tanopsis sieboldii (Makino) Hatusima ex Yamazaki
et Mashiba was the most important dominant spe-
cies throughout the area, and no regional variation
in dominance was found for this species. Machilus
thunbergii Sieb. et Zucc. and evergreen Quercus (Q.
acuta Thunb. ex Murray and Q. salicina Blume)
were the next-important dominant species, and
each showed higher dominance in particular parts
of the area. Four evergreen Quercus (Q. acuta, Q.
salicina, Q. myrsinaefolia Blume and Q. glauca
Thunb. ex Murray) showed higher dominance in
different areas with each other. Factors causing
geographic patterns of dominance were discussed
for each species.
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