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Pittosporo—Quercetum phillyraeoidis Suz.-Tok. et Hatiya 1951
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Quercus phillyraeoides Forest at Its
Northeastern Distribution Limit,
Kyonan-machi, Boso Peninsula,

Central Japan

Masatoshi Hara, Kemrio Ozaki
and Tatsuyuki Ohba

Natural History Museum and Institute, Chiba
955-2 Aoba-cho, Chuo-ku, Chiba 260-8682, Japan

The floristic composition and stand structure of
a Quercus phillyraeoides forest which was recently
found in Kyonan-machi, Boso Peninsula, Chiba
Prefecture were surveyed. The site represents the
northeastern distribution limit of Quercus philly-
raeoides forest along the Pacific side of Japan. Flo-
ristically, this forest was rich in elements of lucid-
ophyllous forests and was determined to belong
to Pittosporo—Quercetum phillyraeoidis Suz.-Tok.
et Hatiya 1951, which was first described in Izu
Peninsula, Shizuoka Prefecture, central Japan. The
occurrence of species common to Quercus serrata
forest was also another characteristic feature of
the forest stand. Quercus phillyraeoides occupied
more than a half of the total basal area of the stand
and had a continuous distribution in all diameter
classes. The canopy of 5m high was composed
of Quercus phillyraeoides and Sabina chinensis.
Pittosporum tobira and other species were found
underneath. In spite of its marginal location from
biogeographical viewpoint, the forest is well-
preserved and possesses typical features of
Quercus phillyraeoides forest.





