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The status of roadkills of wild mammals in the
southeastern part of Chiba Prefecture, central Japan,
was examined for 1993-2007. Roadkills of 467 individu-
als of 13 species were recorded, the majority involving
the raccoon dog Nyctereutes procyonoides (426% ),
Japanese hare Lepus brachyurus (16.1% ), Japanese
weasel Mustela itatsi (105% ), badger Meles meles
(88% ), masked palm civet Paguma larvata (84% ),
and raccoon Procyon lotor (56% ). Roadkill-related
mortality showed peaks in spring (March-April) and
autumn (August-November) for the raccoon dog,
winter (January) for the hare, and spring (April) for
the weasel. The status of roadkills for large and
middle-sized mammals was generally in accord with
the Red Data List for Chiba Prefecture. The number of
roadkills was not correlated with the number of indi-
viduals culled for a pest control among all 15 species
known to live in the study area except for bats, but a
positive correlation was found between them when the
seven carnivore species were considered. Since sev-
eral reports have shown that roadkill data can be use-
ful as a population trend index within species, the
present results will be useful for future study.





