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The Masked Palm Civet, Paguma larvata, is an
alien species in Japanese fauna. The civet has
spread widely its distribution in Japan from 1930’s—
1940’s, and has been recorded in Chiba Prefecture
since 1987. Invasion of the civet into Chiba City
was newly confirmed based on six bodies and one
sighting of live individual in 1998-2001. One body
was found at a distance of only several hundreds
meters from the Natural History Museum and In-
stitute, Chiba.





