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The raccoon, Procyon lotor, is an alien species in
Japanese fauna. Distribution of the raccoon in
Chiba Prefecture, central Japan, was examined by
the following two methods: 1) gathering of distri-
bution records based on sightings of bodies or live
individuals from the sources of information such
as confirmations by authors, personal communica-
tions with local naturalists and news paper articles
from 1990 to 2001, and 2) a questionnaire survey
conducted in 2001 on local civil servants, animal
clinics and wildlife guards. Thirty-eight records of
the raccoon distribution were obtained from 18
cities and towns. Seven records of reproduction in
the wild state, which were found in Oohara town (5
cases) and Onzyuku town (2 cases), showed that a
raccoon population has invaded in this area. The
first record of reproduction in Chiba Prefecture
was from Onzyuku town in 1996. Raccoons bred
in the roof-space of old farmhouses.
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