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Status of Sarcoptic Mange among
Raccoon Dogs Nyctereutes pro-
cyonoides and Other Wild Mammals
in Chiba Prefecture,
Central Japan

Keiji Ochiai®, Mutsuhiro Ishii®
and Takashi Hiraoka®

D Natural History Museum and Institute, Chiba
955-2 Aoba-cho, Chuo-ku, Chiba 260-8682, Japan
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8-1 Kaburaginakata-cho, Sakura 285-8503, Japan
3 Yamashina Institute for Ornithology
115 Konoyama, Abiko 270-1145, Japan

The status of a skin disease characterized by
heavy depilation, apparently sarcoptic mange,
among raccoon dogs Nyctereutes procyonoides and
other wild mammals in Chiba Prefecture, central
Japan, was examined by the following five meth-
ods: 1) Checking records of rescued mammals man-
aged by the Nature Conservation Division, Chiba

Prefectural Government since 1992. 2) Check-
ing records of raccoon dog carcasses gathered by
the Natural History Museum and Institute, Chiba

since 1986. 3) Gathering records of skin disease
characterized by heavy depilation based on inter-
views from sources of information such as person-
al communications with local naturalists since
1990. 4) A questionnaire survey conducted in
2001 among local civil servants, animal clinics and
wildlife guards. 5) Direct observation of raccoon
dogs with mange at Yamashina Institute for Orni-
thology since 1996. Few records of skin conditions
that were apparently sarcoptic mange on raccoon
dogs were found in Chiba Prefecture (one case
among 207 rescued animals and zero cases among
88 carcasses), but 22 records of the disease were
obtained from 14 cities and towns. Sarcoptes sca-
biei was found on 3 seriously ill or dead raccoon
dogs. Sarcoptic mange was considered likely to be
prevalent to a certain extent among raccoon dogs
in northwest Chiba Prefecture. At Yamashina In-
stitute for Ornithology situated in the northwest
part, we observed disappearance of raccoon dogs
with heavy depilation and escalation of depilation
on newly immigrated healthy animals. We also
obtained one record of skin disease with heavy
depilation on the wild boar Sus scrofa. It is possi-
ble that canine distemper was spread on raccoon
dogs and badgers Meles meles during 1997-1999 in
the southern part of Chiba Prefecture.
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