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Natural History Museum and
Ecology Park

Makoto Numata

Natural History Museum and Institute, Chiba,
955-2, Aoba-cho, Chuo-ku, Chiba 260, Japan

During the years of high economic growth, local
development was often accompanied by pollution
of air, water and soil loss of wildlife, and destruc-
tion of natural habitats. Today, these environ-
mental issues are recognized as critical on a global
scale.

In the future, development plans must be desig-
ned so as to achieve a better balance with the
natural environment and local biodiversity. Dis-
ruption must be held to an absolute minimum, and
destroyed ecosystems should be restored whenev-
er possible. There is also a growing recognition of
the many benefits obtained from restoring ecosys-
tems in urban areas.

To accomplish these goals, however, Natural
History Museum must be able to access detailed
data on local habitats and ecosystems. Hastily
conduted environmental assessments, im-
plemented just prior to planning, do not produce
the high level of data with understanding neces-
sary to effectively design an ecologically-sensitive
project. What is required is a system for long-term
collection, storage and analysis of ecolagical data.

A well-organized local natural history musuem
can play a major role in fulfilling this requirement.
In many areas, such a musuem is the only local
institution that has a large and diverse enough
professional staff, appopriate research facilities,
and sufficent space of storehouse for extensive
collections.

The Natural History Museum and Institite,
Chiba was opened in 1989. In addition to its role as
Chiba Prefecture’s central resource for en-
vironmental education, the Musuem was designed
from the outset to function as a full-range natural
history reseach institute. As a result, the museum
staff is engaged in long-term research projects on
various aspects of local ecology. The data collect-
ed and analyzed in these projects is now forming
the basis for ecologically-sound development and
restoration projects.

Much of this research involves data collection in
the field, but the Ecology Park is also an important
element. At the Ecology Park, Major ecological
formations native to the Boso Peninsula have been
collected. These function as an outdoor classroom,
sanctuary for native plants and animals, and open-
space recreational area. In addition, the restored
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habitats provide a superb experimental field for
basic ecological research and also for applied re-
search related to restoration.

The unique research decribed in this volume
traces changes in the fauna and flora of the Ecolo-
gy Park, documenting such important ecological
processes as interactions among component spe-

cies, succession in restored plant communities, and
surrounding vegetation on the restored habitats.

The resulis of this research will hopefully be of
use not only to scientists interested in the pro-
cesses of ecological change and recovery, but also
to local planners involved in the practical aspects
of project design and habitat restoration.





