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The Ecology Park (Seitaien) of the
Natural History Museum &
Institute, Chiba

Toshihiko Nakamura

Natural History Museum and Institute, Chiba
955-2 Aoba-cho, Chuo-ku, Chiba 260, Japan

The Ecology Park, Seitaien in Japanese, is a hab-
itat restoration project implemented by the Natu-
ral History Museum and Institute, Chiba. The
Park, with an area of 6.6 ha, is located adjacent to
the main museum and research building, in Chiba
City, about 40 km east of Tokyo. The facilities
were opened to the public in 1989.

The Ecology Park contains restorations of typi-
cal ecological communities native to Chiba Prefec-
ture, and serves as an outdoor museum, providing
opportunities for both research and a variety of
public environmental education programs. There
is also a special program for restoration of urban
ecological communities.

Major facilities include the Plant Community
Garden, which features various types of native
forests and grasslands; Funadaike Pond, which

serves as a wetland environment and wildbird san-
ctuary, and includes an observation hut; and an
Orientatation House, which contains classrooms
and display areas, and functions as an information
center for visitors. In addition, an Ecological Ex-
perimental Garden, which will exhibit and inter-
pret various field experiments, is currently under
construction.

The irregular topography of the Park results in
considerable variation in microclimate. This situa-
tion has been utilized in planning the restoration
of various ecological communities. South facing
slopes have been utilized to restore communities
native to southern Chiba, while north-facing slopes
support the more cold-adapted communities of
northern Chiba, Ecological communities are resto-
red in areas ranging from 300 to 5,000 m? and
gradual transitions between adjacent communities
is encouraged as much as possible.

Over a 5 year period, about 8,000 trees and
shrubs of 120 species have been planted in the
Park. Summer irrigation is required for some spe-
cies, and small amounts of compost or other organ-
ic fertilizer are applied when necessary. No insec-
ticides, herbicides or inorganic fertilizer are used in
the Park.

A 1994 survey identified 700 plant species in the
Park, including natural vegetation as well as intro-
duced native and exotic species. While no deliber-
ate attempts have been made to release animals in
the Park, many species have colonized the site.
More than 130 species of birds have been recorded
to date.

The Ecology Park receives more than 94,000
visitors annually, including school students and
the general public.





