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Environmental Education Programs
at the Ecology Park, Natural
History Museum and
Institute, Chiba

Toru Iwase

Friends of the Natural History Museum and Institute,
Chiba, 955-2 Aoba-cho, Chuo-ku, Chiba 260, Japan

Over the past five years, the Friends of the Natu-
ral History Museum and Institute, Chiba, in cooper-
ation with museum staff, have been providing a
variety of public education programs. These pro-
grams operate from the Orientation House, an in-
terpretive center located at the entrance to the
Ecology Park. Regularly scheduled programs in-
clude introductory nature observation classes on
the 1st Sunday of each month, and botany lessons
on each 3rd Wednesday. Ornithology and bird-
watching classes are offered on each 2nd Thursday
(the Ecology Park also has a bird observation
cabin, fitted with spotting scopes, that overlooks
Funada-ike Pond. A new program, initiated in
April of 1994, focuses on ecological relationships
in the various vegetation communities that have
been restored in the park. The content of these
programs focuses on seasonal topics. For example
some typical botanical topics have included winter
tree buds, sexual structure of flowers, leaf replace-
ment, coastal and wetland plants, ever-green and
deciduous oaks, roadside weeds, fruit formation
and development, and winter rosettes. Copies of
sketches and text used in these classes are made
available to the public at the Orientation House. In
addition to these regularly scheduled programs,
the Friends and museum staff also offer occasional
lectures, field trips and mini-insect classes. The
Friends also operate the museum Shop.





