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Floral Changes in Restored
Vegetation Communities at
the Ecology Park

Kazuhiro Hirata

Natural History Museum and Institute, Chiba
955-2 Aoba-cho, Chuo-ku, Chiba 260, Japan

Patterns of floral change were investigated for
11 restored vegetation communities in the Ecology
Park Natural History Museum and Institute, Chiba.
Research lasted from completion of restoration
work until 1992. The vegetation communities con-
sist of trees and herbaceous undergrowth. Results
showed that while at first the annuals, over-
wintering species and short perennials dominated
in the undergrowth, these were later succeeded by
large perennials such as Solidago altissima and
Pueraria lobata.

Research also showed that the density of the
forest canopy influenced undergrowth vegetation.
Ability of Solidago altissima to dominate, for exam-
ple, was decreased when the upper strata covered
409% or more of the area.

Some trees were noted to have successfully es-
tablished seedlings in the restored communities.
In addition, some unexpected species appeared
which were most likely accidentally introduced in
the root-soil of the transplanted trees.
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