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Some Problems on the Middle
Pleistocene Tephra Layers
in the Shimosa Group,
Central Japan

Hiroomi Nakazato

National Research Institute of Agricultural Engineering
2-1-2 Kan—nondai, Tsukuba 305-8609, Japan

Tephras are very useful for setting datum planes
to the Quaternary deposits in Japan. But with
progress of the tephrochronology, different corre-
lations came to be proposed based on the analysis
values of the same tephras. The low sea level
period of marine isotope stage 8 is compared with
the base of the Kiyokawa Formation or the base of
the Kamiizumi Formation according to the differ-
ence of the correlation of tephras in the Shimosa
Group of the Boso Peninsula, central Japan. Be-
cause Aso-1 of stage 8.2 is intercalated to the base
of Kamiizumi Formation, a latter idea is more ap-
propriate. BBP, GoP; and Yb5 were compared each
other so far, but the stratigraphic horizon of Aso-1
is below BBP in the Yatsugatake area and is above
Yb5 in the Boso Peninsula. It is necessary to
reexamine the correlation of BBP and the pair of
GoP; and Yb5 according to the marine isotope
stage of the widespread tephras which distribute
below and above BBP and the stratigraphic posi-
tion of Yb5 and GoP, in the marine deposits. It
seems to be indispensable to detect the unfinding
widespread tephras in the Boso Peninsula such as
Ata-Th and Kkt to ensure the horizon of the
marine isotope stage 8 in the Shimosa Group and
the individual correlation between J4, Ybl and
Omachi APm tephra beds.





