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Egg laying behaviour and hatching timing of the
montane brown frog Rana ornativentris was ob-
served at a lotus paddy in Seiwa-Kenmin-no-mori,
Chiba, central Japan. Starting on January 26th,
this frog population laid more than 274 egg masses
in ten nights through March 25th in 1999. Almost
all egg masses were laid in relatively warm and
humid nights with the air temperature of 1°C or
higher and rain fall. Incubation period varied de-
pending on the cumulative air temperature from
the day of egg laying. Following the montane
brown frog, another five amphibian species, Hyno-
bius tokyoensis, Bufo japonicus formosus, Hyla
japonica, Rhacophorus schlegelii and R. arboreus,
also used the site for breeding in succession
through late May.





