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Continuation and Metamorphosis of the
‘Stealing’ Custom on Jyugoya Evening
—A Case Study in Toyofusa,
Kimitsu City—

Riko Shimadate

Natural History Museum and Institute, Chiba
955-2 Aoba-cho, Chuo-ku, Chiba 260-8682, Japan

There are various traditional yearly events that
have been taken over today, while not a few of
them have been declined. Jyugoya, one of such
long-established traditions, had been originally a
farmers’ ritual to pray a good harvest on the full
moon night of August 15th by the lunar calendar.
On that evening, in various places of Japan, chil-
dren used to be implicitly allowed to ‘steal’ the
votive offerings from the neighborhood. Although
the original meaning of farming ritual has already
been lost, this interesting custom is continued in a
mountain village of Toyofusa, Kimitsu City, Chiba
Prefecture, central Japan. This custom is an enjoy-
able event for the children. It also provides them
with an opportunity to have relation to the com-
munity.





