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The Role and Importance of Field
Programs in Natural History
Museums

Toshihiko Nakamura

Natural History Museum and Institute, Chiba
955-2 Aoba-chou, Chuou-ku, Chiba 260-8682, Japan,

Public awareness of the degradation of the natu-
ral environment due to industrialization and ur-
banization has grown rapidly in recent decades
and has led to increased appreciation of the impor-
tance of nature conservation. It has also led to
demands that natural history museums develop
programs designed to promote the maintenance
and restoration of the natural environment. In
response to this growing interest, the Natural His-
tory Museum and Institute, Chiba, began creation
of the Ecology Park (Seitaien). This project now
includes re-created ecosystems, and has proved to
be one of our most effective tools for promoting
the maintenance and restoration. This outdoor,
living museum not only serves as an island of
biological diversity in an urban setting, but has
proved to be a cultural amenity and a valuable
educational resource, especially for children. For
many of our visitors, the outdoor living museum
offers experiences of the natural environment not
available anywhere else in the area. The collection
also provides living examples of many plants and
animals that visitors might otherwise see only as
objects in a museum collection, promoting an
awareness of nature as an occasion for wonder and
spiritual experience. It also serves as a valu-
able introduction to our collections and formal
exhibitions, since many who encounter interesting
plants, animals or processes in the outdoor living
museum go on to seek additional information in
our exhibitions, library and electronic data system.
Our experience strongly supports the idea that
field programs have an important role to play in
the educational and public outreach programs of
natural history museums.





