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Fig. 1. Astrochele pacifica Mortensen, 1933, clinging to a gorgonacean coral colony (CMNH-ZE 01511). A, aboral view; B,
oral view. Abbreviations: HB, hooklet band; M, madreporite; MP, marginal plate.
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Astrochele pacifica Mortensen, 1933: 23-25, Pl. 5, Figs.
1-2.
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Fig. 2. Astrochele pacifica Mortensen, 1933 (CMNH-ZE 01511). A, aboral peripheral part of the dis

e

c; B, aboral central part of

the disc; C, oral interradial part of the disc; D, oral side of the disc and arm base. Abbreviation: AS, arm spine; GS, genital slit;

OP, oral papilla; Tc, tentacle; To, tooth ; TP, tentacle pore.
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Fig. 3. SEM photographs of the Astrochele pacifica (CMNH-ZE 01511). A, B, cone-shaped dermal ossicles from the aboral
peripheral part of the disc, external (A) and lateral (B) views; C-E, dermal ossicles from the lateral interradial part of the
disc, external (C) and lateral (D) views of granule-shaped ossicles and lateral view (E) of cone-shaped ossicle; F, G, hooklets
on aboral surface at basal portion (F) and middle portion (G) of the arm; H-J, oral (H) and lateral (I) views of the arm spine
at basal portion of the arm and hook-shaped arm spine at distal portion of the arm (J). Arrows in the B, D and E indicate the
orientation: ext, external side; int, internal side. Abbreviations: P, projection; RS, reticular structure; ST, secondary tooth.
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SODWELLD Fﬁ%’ﬂ&’i | {8 R D A CRiilk Sz
N, FOREEIT 14 mm TH -7- (Mortensen, 1933).

—100—



TREBHGTREINTZ NSV AEY L (HFF)

Tmm

Tmm

Tmm

Fig. 4. Schematic view of arrangement and shape of dermal ossicles on aboral interradial part of the disc of Astrochele laevis
Verrill, 1878 (A), A. lymani H. L. Clark, 1911 (B) and 4. pacifica Mortensen, 1933 (C). A, granule-shaped dermal ossicles;
B, plate-shaped dermal ossicle; C, cone-shaped dermal ossicles. Modified from Paterson (1985), H. L. Clark (1911), and

Mortensen (1933), respectively.
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A record of a snake star Astrochele
pacifica Mortensen, 1933
(Echinodermata: Ophiuroidea:
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obtained from Katsuura, Chiba, Japan
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The poorly known deep-sea snake star, Astrochele
pacifica Mortensen, 1933, so far known only from the type
locality, southeast of Hong Kong, is recorded on the basis of
two specimens collected from off Katsuura, Boso Peninsula,
central Japan, at depths of 330-600 m. The specimens were
found to cling to an unidentified gorgonacean coral. This
is the first record of the genus Astrochele from Japanese
waters. A brief description on the external morphology and
body color of the species is provided.
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