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Effects of Public Relations and
Evaluation of the Planned Exhibition
‘Large and Small Marine Organism

Specimens’ by Questionnaires

Hiroshi Kawase

Coastal Branch of Natural History Museum
and Institute, Chiba
123 Yoshio, Katsuura 299-5242, Japan
E-mail: kawase@chiba-muse.or.jp

The planned exhibition of our museum, dealing with
various large and small marine organism specimens held
in summer, 2009, was evaluated based on questionnaires
collected from visitors. The major sources of media used
by the respondents to find information on the exhibition
were the museum web page, posters displayed on the wall
of the passage to the museum, and leaflets distributed at
nearby sightseeing facilities and hotels. However, it was
revealed that more than half of the respondents found out
about the exhibition just after entering the museum. Nearly
80% of the respondents provided positive evaluations on
the theme, understandability and contents of the exhibition;
the ratings had no correlation to the age or the visiting
frequency of the visitors. The top three of the most popular
exhibits were occupied with large specimens, such as
giant squid Architeuthis japonica, Nomura’s jellyfish
Nemopilema nomurai, and a jaw of a sperm whale Physeter
macrocephalus; respondents liked these exhibits mostly

because of the large size of the real specimens.
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