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Heleomyzid Flies (Diptera: Heleomyzidae) Collected 
from the Kamchatka Peninsula and North Kuril 
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Abstract Three heleomyzid species, Neoleria inscripta (Meigen), Suillia atricornis (Meigen), and 
Suillia mikii (Pokorny) are recorded from the Kamchatka Peninsula and North Kuril Islands, 
based on the material collected during the Biological Expedition to the Kamchatka Peninsula 
and North Kuril Islands in 1996 and 1997. 
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Eighteen heleomyzid flies have been record
ed from the Kamchatka Peninsula and Kuril 
Islands in the Far East region (Hendel, 1931; 
Gorodkov, 1963; 1965; 1977a; 1977b; 1979; 
1984). Four genera and 13 species and five 
genera and 12 species have been recorded 
from the Kamchatka Peninsula and Kuril Is
lands, respectively, and seven species are 
common in both regions. 

The Natural History Museum and Insti
tute, Chiba, carried out the Biological Expedi
tion to the Kamchatka Peninsula and North 
Kuril Islands in 1996 and 1997. It was a part 
of a project entitled "The Origin and Biogeog
raphy of the Northeast Asian Biota", in co
operation with the Institute of Biology and 
Pedology and the Institute of Marine Biology 
belonging to the Far Eastern Branch of the 
Russian Academy of Sciences, Vladivostok. 
In this paper, a list of the heleomyzid flies is 
presented based on the material collected 
during the expedition. 

Specimens were collected by sweeping 
with an entomological net in shrub around 
rivers and by light trap with a mercury lamp 
(160W). They are deposited in the Natural 
History Museum and Institute, Chiba (CBM 
with a code of ZI). 

List of collected species 

Family Heleomyzidae 

1. Neoleria inscripta (Meigen, 1830) 

Material examined. North Kuril Islands. 
Paramushir Island: 1 female, Shelekhovo 
(50° 22' N, 155° 37' E), alt. 10 m, 16. VII. 1997, 
R. B. Kuranishi leg. 

Distribution. Europe, Russia and North 
America. 

Remarks. This species differs from the Ne
arctic species, Neoleria prominens in having 
the mesonotum entirely dark gray to black 
and the dorsocentral bristles becoming grad
ually weaker anteriorly. 

2. Suillia atricornis (Meigen, 1830) 

Material examined. Kamchatka Peninsula: 
1 female, Kozyrevka River, 135 km north of 
Milkovo (55° 50' N, 159° 35' E), 16. VII. 1996, 
R. B. Kuranishi leg. 

Distribution. Europe, Russia, Alaska and 
Mongolia. 

Remarks. This species is characterized by 
the predominantly brown to black antennae 
and only one humeral bristle; the surstyli is 
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symmetrical. 

3. Suillia mikii (Pokorny, 1886) 

Material examined. Kamchatka Peninsula: 
1 male, Kozyrevka River, 135 km north of 
Milkovo (55° 50' N, 159° 35' E), 16. VII. 1996, 
R. B. Kuranishi leg. 

Distribution. Europe, Russia and Mongolia. 
Remarks. The male of this species is shiny 

testaceous and readily recognized by having 
the anterior tibia with long thin hairs on the 
lower side and the first segment of the anteri
or tarsi with a pointed and hook-shaped 
spine near apex on lower side; the surstyli is 
symmetrical. 
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