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A water strider, Gerris babai Miyamoto has 
been recorded from a few localities in the 
Khabarovsk and Primorye region, southern 
part of Russian Far East (Kanykova, 1981). 
The junior author collected several speci
mens of water strider from the Kamchatka 
Peninsula during the Biological Expedition 
to the Kamchtaka Peninsula and North 
Kurile Islands in 1996 and 1997. Subsequ
eant examination has shown that the speci
mens represent Gerris babai. In this paper, 
we report Gerris babai from the the Kamchat
ka Peninsula for the first time. 

Specimens were collected by sweeping 
with an aquatic net in a small pond in moun
tain region. They are deposited in the collec
tions of the Natural History Museum and 
Institute, Chiba (CBM, with a code of ZI). 

Family Gerridae 
Gerris (Gerris) babai Miyamoto, 1958 

Material examined. Kamchatka Peninsula. 
Mt. Vachkazhets, upper part of Takhkoloch 
River, basin of Plotnikova (53° 05'N, 157° 52' 
E), alt_ ca. 4 70 m, 1 male and 1 female, 3. VIII. 
1997, CBM-ZI 82554, 82555. 

Distribution. Russian Far East: Khaba
rovsk and Primorye region; Kamchatka Pe
ninsula (new record). Northern and south
western China, Japan (Honshu and Hokka
ido). 

Remarks. Both male and female are mac
ropterous. We identify the specimens with G. 
babai based on the following features: the 
body length of the specimens were 7.2 mm in 
male and 7.6 mm in female; the hind mar
gin of the seventh abdominal sternite in male 

curves in, and becomes a wide quad
rangle; the tips of the connexivum in female 
are angulate. 

In the Russian Far East, this species has 
been recorded from Khabarovsk and Prumo
rye. Our specimens represnt the first record 
of this species from the Kamchatka Peninsu
la. 
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