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Variations in the Number of Visitors of the Ootaki
Castle Branch of the Natural History Museum and
Institute, Chiba during 2006-2021: Comparison
with the Main Branch

Masaaki Okuda

Natural History Museum and Institute, Chiba
955-2 Aoba-cho, Chuo-ku, Chiba 260-8682, Japan
E-mail: m.okd10@pref.chiba.lg.jp

The Ootaki Castle Branch of the Natural History Museum
and Institute, Chila, which succeeded the Prefectural Sonan
Museum in 2006, has been closed since 2021 because of ren-
ovation on the exhibition spaces. This paper reports the anal-
yses on the number of museum visitors (NMV) of the Ootaki
Castle Branch during the 2006-2021 fiscal years. Since no
electric data for the NMV are available except for the Reiwa
era (2019-2021), the printed data on the annual reports of the
Chiba prefectural museums are used for the era before 2018
to explore the age distribution and seasonal variations in the
museum visitors. Results show that the NMV of the Ootaki
Castle Branch is almost same as, or sometimes higher than
that of the Main Branch located in Chiba city. The majority
age group is senior citizens over 65 years old, resulting in the

higher NMV during week days.



