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Efforts to Create a Breeding Site for
Odonata, the Ecology Park,
Natural History Museum and Institute,
Chiba
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There are over 100 water tanks arranged for the
systematic cultivation of aquatic plants to maintain their
genetic diversity in the Ecology Park, Natural History
Museum and Institute, Chiba. These aquatic plants
are maintained and managed as a living collection,
rejuvenated from dormant seeds and propagule. In
these tanks, distinctive plankton communities have been
identified. It has been effectively utilized as a field for
verifying not only the interactions among aquatic plants
but those with aquatic organisms. Matsuki discovered
that these groups of tanks constitute a significant
proportion as a habitat for maintaining and breeding
Odonata within the Ecology Park in a preliminary survey
conducted in 2015.
from eight families of Odonata were confirmed in the

Subsequently, a total of 32 species

Ecological Park. Among the confirmed species, some
are listed in the Red List of Chiba Prefecture. It was
confirmed that considerations such as the type of tanks,
soil substrate, varieties of aquatic plants, arrangement
of tanks, and the provision of perches for emergence of
Odonata in and around the tanks significantly contribute
to increasing Odonata diversity and the number of
breeding individuals.

Key words: Odonata, water tank, aquatic plants, habitat,
breeding, diversity.
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