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In the summer of 1917, the Japanese literary master Roka Tokutomi
spent a month in Ao, Kujukuri Town, Chiba Prefecture. In his essay
“Kujtkuri,” published the following year, he described witnessing a
sunrise over the sea at Kujlkuri that resembled an “ichimegasa”. The
authors interpreted this as a distorted sun observable at Kujukuri Beach
and discovered more detailed descriptions in Roka's diary from that
period. A comparison of the diary entries with modern data from
observations of distorted suns caused by superior mirages revealed no
inconsistencies, strongly suggesting that the sunrise Roka observed was

likely an superior mirage.





