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On the Newly Acquired Collection Materials of the Natural History
Museum and Institute, Chiba: "Books by Kunio Yanagita and
Related Works — Kiitsu Hirano Collection"

Rina Tamai

Natural History Museum and Institute, Chiba
955-2 Aoba-cho, Chuo-ku, Chiba 260-8682, Japan
E-mail: r.tmi7@pref.chiba.lg.jp

This article presents an overview of the "Books by Kunio Yanagita
and Related Books" collection, which was assembled by Kiitsu Hirano
and subsequently donated by his son, Yasushi Hirano, to the Natural
History Museum and Institute, Chiba, on 2023. The article includes a list
of the collection, categorizing the 193 books into four groups: (1) books
authored by Kunio Yanagita, (2) books edited by Kunio Yanagita, (3)
books featuring prefaces and other writings by him, and (4) books related
to folklore. This collection is of significant scholarly value, as it
encompasses numerous first editions that are crucial for examining Kunio
Yanagita's research endeavors and the development of Japanese folklore
studies. Notably, some books exhibit variations in structure or content
between their first and revised editions, and these differences can be

systematically examined using the materials within this collection.
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