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On the Habitat Status of the Juvenile Ayu, Plecoglossus altivelis
altivelis (Pisces: Plecoglossidae), in the Surf Zone of Sandy Beach at
Kazusa-Minato, Futtsu City, Chiba Prefecture, Japan
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Adult ayu (Plecoglossus altivelis altivelis) live and spawn in rivers,
but their juveniles live in the sea. We investigated whether juveniles of
the species continue to inhabit and appear in the surf zone of the sandy
beach at Kazusa-Minato, Futtsu City, Chiba Prefecture. To achieve this,
we conducted monthly collections from December 2021 to March 2022
during both low and high tides of the spring tide, utilizing a surf net. In
February, we collected a total of 342 juveniles, and in March, 82 were
collected. Although specimens were only found in February and March,
those obtained in March were larger in size compared to those from
February, indicating growth within the surf zone. These findings imply
that the surf zone of the Kazusa-Minato sandy beach remains a nursery

habitat for the species after they enter the marine environment.






