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How Have Declining Amphibian
Populations Been Perceived
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We reviewed the national, regional, academic
and private projects directed to know and monitor
status of Japanese amphibians to see how the
issues of declining amphibian populations have
been perceived by national, academic and regional
communities. Early alarming has already been
sent by several keen naturalists in 1970s. Never-
theless, few academic communities paid attentions
to their alarms as serious and took actions to study
environmental impacts on amphibian populations
by systematic ways. By mid 1990s, several con-
cerned naturalists independently reported quanti-
tative data to show recent drastic declines of frog
populations in rice paddies by urbanization and
change in irrigation systems, which further stimu-
lated the studies focusing conservation and resto-
ration of amphibian populations. What lessons
could be learned from this review. We insist to pay
a special atiention to the scale of habitat modifi-
cation by public services, and to send early alarm
by making scientifically robust simulation to see
how serious their environmental impacts will be
on living organisms.





