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Recent Status of Rana japonica and
R. catesbeiana in Akita Prefecture

Toshio Hongo

Akita Prefecture Natural Environment and Culture Park
Yamadasawa 156-1, Gojome-machi,
Minamiakita-gun, Akita 018-1723, Japan

Recent environmental change in the countryside
drastically decreased habitat quality of amphibi-
ans. The population of Japanese brown frog Rana
japonica in Akita prefecture, locating near the nor-
thern limit of distribution, is formally the second
common frog in the rice paddies to R. nigromacu-
lata. Nevertheless, R. japonica has almost been
vanishing from lowland plain, and is now co-
inhabiting with R. ornativentris in the restricted
places like foothill, narrow bottomland, and moun-
tain meadow. Most of irrigation reservoirs con-
structed at the mouth of small valleys are now
replaced by large reservoirs constructed in the
upstream river, lost their roles in rice cultivation,
and are almost abandoned. Partly because of this,
the introduced bullfrog R. catesbeiana have estab-
lished its population, and are rapidly expanding
its distributional range from the remnants of the
largely reclaimed Hachiro-gata lake into aban-
doned reservoirs in Minamiakita-gun region.





