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Distribution of Amphibians in
Yamanashi Prefecture, Japan

Mitsuko Yﬁmoto

Shimokamaguchi 316, Mitomi, Higashi-yamanashi,
Yamanashi 404-0204, Japan

Since 1972, I have been conducted faunal sur-
veys to determine regional distributions of am-
phibians in Yamanashi Prefecture. Fourteen spe-
cies including two salamanders, a newt, and 11
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frogs are recorded. Four types of distribution pat-
terns are recognized; salamanders (Hynobius ki-
murae and Onychodactylus japonicus) are inhabiting
mountain streams around the Kofu basin, a newt
(Cynops pyrrhogaster) and 6 frogs (Bufo japonicus
formosus, Hyla japonica, R. nigromaculata, R. rugosa,
R.catesbeiana, Rhacophorus schlegelii and Rh. ar-
boreus) inhabit paddy fields and the surrounding
areas. R. tagoi, R. sakuraii and R. ornativentris are
recorded in the mountainous areas around the
Kofu basin. Buergeria buergeri is distributed

F ok F

widely along the streams in the Prefecture. Look-
ing at change in habitat conditions over 20 years,
human impacts on the mountain riparian habitats
seems to be small except for places for intensive
tourism and for sand arrestation works. By con-
trast, in the agricultural countryside and hilly re-
gions, amphibian habitats in the rice paddies were
greatly degraded due to reclamation for housing or
fruit farming, modernization of irrigation system
by consolidation, and abandonment of cultivation.
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ESY 2 a9 Hynobius kimurae

NAFRY S a9t Onychodactylus japonicus

THINFAE) Cynops pyrrhogaster

FAXIEXHIIN Bufo japonicus formosus
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=Rk FIHIIN Hyla japonica

A dHTI Rana tagoi

F+HLAITHIIN Rana sakuraii

YIFPHhHIIL Rana ornativentris
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b/ YIHII Rana nigromaculala YFHIIN Rana rugosa

V> HT\N Rana catesbeiana EYTAHII Rhacophorus arboreus
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