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A total of 126 specimens of fossil turtles have been
unearthed since 1999 from the Middle Pleistocene
Kiyokawa Formation of the Shimosa Group atYoshinoda,
Sodegaura City, Chiba Prefecture, central Japan. Of
these, well-preserved 40 specimens are identified with
two extinct taxa of the family Geoemydidae : 25 speci-
mens with Ocadia nipponica Hirayama, Keneko and
Okazaki, 2007 ; and 15 with Mauremys yabei (Shikama,
1949). All materials from this site, including the holo-
type of O. nipponica, and two good shells of M. yabei,
are considered as representing at least seven indivi-
duals of O. nipponica, and four individuals of M. yabei.
The assemblage of O. nipponica shows a distinct size
variation, which may be referable to the sexual dimor-
phism in the body size that the female is larger than
the male, as observed in a number of living geoemydids
species, including the congeneric O. sinensis.

Keywords : Fossil vertebrates, turtles, Shimosa Group,
Kiyokawa Formation, Boso Peninsula.



