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The habitat and distribution of Quercus phillyraeoides
at its northeastern distribution limit in Kyonan-machi,
Boso Peninsula, Chiba Prefecture, were surveyed.
Quercus phillyraeoides trees showed scattered distri-
bution on steep hills around Iwaibukuro village, on nar-
row hill ridges and around bare rocks particularly. Its
distribution was confined to the area of which the geol-
ogy consisted of “alternating beds of tuffaceous sand-
stone and mudstone with tuffaceous sandstone ”
belonging to Amatsu Formation in the Miura Group of
Miocene age. There remained a fragmented natural
stand of Quercus phillyraeoides trees reaching 8m in
height, however, most Quercus phillyraeoides trees
grew mixed in young coppice forest of Quercus serrata
and Fraxinus sieboldiana. Many Quercus phillyraeoides
trees have survived there because of the very steep
and rocky topography derived from the unique geo-
logical conditions of the area coupled with strong
monsoonal winds across the Pacific sea in winter.





