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Distribution of Japanese squirrel (Sciurus lis) in
Chiba prefecture, central Japan was surveyed with
the scale of 1 X 1km® meshes. The presence of each in-
dividual was recognized based on mainly bite remains
on pine cones, supplemented by those of walnuts.
Squirrel nests and individuals themselves, as well as
stripped Japanese cedar trunks were also used as sup-
plements. In the northern part of Chiba prefecture,
squirrels were found in 25 of the 48 meshes surveyed,
whereas in the south squirrels were found in 57 of 77
meshes surveyed. Squirrels were relatively rare in the
north with their habitats discontinuously distributed.
Conversely, in the south, squirrels were abundant
particularly in the central hilly areas with their habi-
tats almost connected with each other. Comparisons
with the past distribution information in 1980's have
reconfirmed the decreasing trends of squirrels in
Chiba prefecture.





