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As an usage evaluation of the Ecology Park of the
Natural History Museum and Institute, Chiba, we
have been researching on an entering and exiting
time, a group composition, an entering route into the

forest. an exiting route from the forest and an utiliza-
tion of the “Forest Explorer Program” of each visitor
from October 21, 2001 to August 29, 2004. Total 8753
visitors (3783 groups) have been observed. The 1624
groups (42.9%) contained children of/under the ele-
mentary school age student. The mean time of stay
was 18 minutes in 2001 fall and 34 minutes in 2004
summer. The mean returning ratio on the way of the
forest route (as a negative evaluation index) was
35.3% in 2002 spring and around 20% after 2002. It
was considered that this decrease was due to installing
signboards with maps of the park and the hands-on ex-
hibitions along the forest route. Around 90% of the
participants of the Forest Explorer Program were
long-stay visitors spending more than 20 minutes,
whereas long-stay visitors of the non-participants re-
mained around 50%. It was considered that this repre-
sents an obvious effect of the program.





