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Fig. 1. Collecting sites of R. diadema in the
Yaeyama Islands, southern Ryukyus, Japan. Solid
line: 100m submarine contour, dashed line: reef crest
of coral reef.
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Rhinoclavis (ss.) diadema Houbrick, 1978,
Monog. marine moll. (1): 64-66, pl. 33.
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Fig. 2. R. diadema. A, B, North coast of Shimochi, Aragusuku-jima Is.; C, Tonoshiro, Ishigaki-jima Is.; D, E,

Kwajalein Is., Marshall Isls,; F, G, Point Venus, Tahiti. Arrow indicates position of predation scar by moon shell
or rock shell.
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Table 1. Mesurements of R. diadema

CMB-MZ 101846-1 CBM-ZM 101846-2  OPM-Mo 2827

CBM-ZM 4002-1 ~ CMB-ZM 4002-2  CBM-ZM 3891-1 ~ CBM-ZM 3891-2

North coast of North coast of Tonoshiro, Kwajalein Is., Kwajalein Is., Point Venus, Point Venus,

Shimochi, Shimochi, Ishigaki-jima I, Marshall Isls. Marshall Isls. Tahiti Tahiti

Ch aracters Aragusuku-jima Is., Aragusuku-jima ls. southern Ryukyus
southern Ryukyus  southern Ryukyus
Height in mm 26.88 18.91Guwv.)  26.30+a 20.29 18.27 16.51 14.65
Breadth in mm 9.07 6.43 791+ a 6.54 6.22 5.53 5.18
Body whorl height of % of height 39.4 43.4 32.7 42.2 43.5 42.9 45.6
Number of whorls 12 12 14 13 13 12 12
Number of nodes / body whorl 12 12 13 14 11 14 17
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Fig. 3. Siphonal canal (sc) of specimens from the
Central Pacific (left: CBM-ZM 4002-1) and the Ryu-
kyus (right: CBM-ZM 101846-1).
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Rhinoclavis (s.s.) diadema
(Gastropoda: Prosobranchia)
from the Ryukyus

Taiji Kurozumi

Natural History Museum and Institute, Chiba
955-2 Aoba-cho, Chiba 280, Japan

Rhinoclavis (s.s.) diadema Houbrick, 1978 was
collected from two sites of Yaeyama Islands, the
southern Ryukyus (24°20’N, 124°00’E). This is the
second record of this species from Japan. Ryu-
kyuan specimens showed the following characters
compared with the specimens from the Marshall
Islands and Tahiti: 1) conspicuously weaker
columellar plate, 2) larger adult size, 3) smaller
ratio of body whorl height per shell length, and 4)
shorter siphonal canal. In the Ryukyus, this
species might occupy the microhabitat of shallow
subtidal sandy bottoms where the current well
pass through.





