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In the 2016 Kumamoto earthquakes, many
collection bags of herbarium specimens fell down
from the shelves of open steal racks with 4 stages.
Most of the specimen were stored in plastic bags
and placed stacked as piles, and the others were
stored in paper boxes. A large proportion (95.2%) of
fallen specimen bags were from the highest shelf
(2.0m) and some from lower shelves of 1.4m and
0.8m. In the period of aftershocks, collections fell
down only from the highest shelf. The specimen
boxes fell down only from the highest shelf during
the main shock. After the main shock, we made a
fall prevention device using Styrofoam plate and
paper strings (diameter of 2.8mm), which was simple
but was effective to save the collection from
aftershocks.



