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The statistics of number of museum visitors (NMV) are
important for the exhibition planning of the prefectural
museums. This paper reports the NMV for the Chuo Ha-
kubutukan (Natural History Museum and Institute, Chiba)
in 2017-2018, comparing the temporary exhibitions held
in the museum during the past 12 years. Among the tem-
porary exhibition, the best result was achieved by the
2018 summer exhibition (Dinosaurs in Chiba).

As the index to compare the different exhibitions on the
same stage, here I propose the averaged NMV on the
weekends (Saturday, Sunday and national holidays). This
index represents the attractiveness of exhibition themes
(e.g. dinosaur, mushroom, Japanese folk monster, etc) ad-
opted in the earliest stage of preparation period, being
helpful to make a new exhibition. Similarly, I propose the
integrated NMV on the weekends as the index to reflect
the effort of exhibition staff. Since the integrated NMV
could be improved even after the opening of exhibition,
this would be helpful to aim at further acquisition of mu-
seum visitors.

Surprisingly, the summer-time exhibitions always ap-
pear to attract more customers than that of other seasons
(autumn, winter and spring) which cannot be escaped by
the deviation on NMV among the seasons. The width of
inflated value on the NMV during the summer is estim-
ated as 150 per day, and so the subtracting 150 from the
averaged NMYV leads to a significant change in ranking of
the past exhibitions. The different NMV of temporary ex-
hibition derives from seasons rather than different cat-
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egory of exhibitions (Kikaku-ten, Kisetu-ten, etc).

Based on the above knowledge, I make estimation on the
future NMV of the Chuo Hakubutukan. Concerning the
NMYV on the 2nd floor (the paid space inside the ticked
counter), the total score throughout 2018 is estimated as
ca. 90,000. However, that of the whole museum, including
the 1st and 2nd floors as well as the Seitai-en (ecological
park) adjacent to the museum building, is estimated no
more than 150,000 despite of the strong performance of
the 2018 summer exhibition (Dinosaurs in Chiba).

The whole NMV of the Chuo Hakubutukan is now on the
decreasing trend since the maximum value of 193,324 re-
corded in 2003. This derives from the charge for visiting
the museums since 2004, and therefore 2 methods are re-
quired to improve the slumping NMV;(1) choosing an at-
tractive theme in the earliest stage of preparation period,
and(2) setting a longer exhibition period to increase the
integrated NMYV, until radical steps such as the renewal for
permanent exhibition are launched.
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