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Stranded individuals are one of the most important
materials in cetacean research. However, if they are
spoiled or too big in size, it is difficult to collect enough
parts or other features to identify those individuals
correctly. Past studies suggested the shape of pelvic
bone differs among in species, sex and developmental
stage. Moreover, the presence and shape of vestigial
hind limbs differ among species. In addition, those
bones are separatable from whale body by simple task
because the bones are relatively small, disarticulated
from ventral column and embedded in surface layer of
ventral muscle. This paper reported a case that pelvic
bones and vestigial hind limbs (femur and tibia) were
used to obtain information from stranded whales.

A baleen whale with body length 867 cm was found
stranded in Tokyo Bay coast, Tateyama-city, Chiba-
prefecture, Japan, in May 2019. Color pattern of this
specimen was unclear. It was difficult for the author to
identify species by morphological features on the spot.
The specimen could not be dissected due to shortage
of manpower. However, only small size parts including
pelvic bone and vestigial femur were collected. The
pelvic bone was cartilage and triangular in shape. The
vestigial femur was flat and round in shape with
process in the cranial direction. This specimen was
determined as a young Sei whale Balaenoptera borealis
by those features of the pelvic bone and vestigial fe-
mur at the site of stranding. In this case, the pelvic
bones and hind vestigial limbs was useful for obtaining
information about the stranded individuals.
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