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Hatsutake Mushroom as Gifts from a Village
Headman (Nanushi) in Shimosa in the Late Edo
Period, Described in Old Documents
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In order to show usefulness of digitalized archive of old
documents, an example of “Machino family documents”,
recorded in the late Edo Period, is presented. Digitalized
archive of the documents is available at the Chiba University
Academic Resource Collections (c-arc). The old documents
introduced in this article describe the harvest of the mushroom
“Hatsutake” (Lactarius hatsudake) in the Kotehashi Village in
Shimosa (presently Chiba City) and usage as gift to a banner-
man (Hatamoto) in the local, and provide information on the
usage of “Hatsutake” at that time. Some old documents
contain information on the natural sciences. We expect that
such documents will be utilized in the field of natural sciences
in the future.
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