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How to Treat Specimens Stored at Schools ?
—an Example of Molluscan Samples Stored at
Mutsuzawa Junior High School, Chiba Prefecture

Taiji Kurozumi

Natural History Museum and Institute, Chiba
955-2 Aoba-cho, Chuo-ku, Chiba 260-8682, Japan
E-mail: tkrzm@pref.chiba.lg.jp

Molluscan shell collection stored at Mutsuzasa Junior High
School, Mutsuzawa-cho, Chiba Prefecture, was examined, and
some comments how to preserve biological specimens
preserved at elementary, junior high and high schools (“school
specimens”) are provided. It is recommended that new labels
attached to re-identified specimens should contain information
on the original identification and preservation condition. In
particular, with regard to molluscan shells, it is also
recommended to note if specimens were derived from living
animals or dead shells. In the case that data of collections are
not available, estimated information could be given as far as
possible, because such specimens might provide information
on change of environments of habitat. Examination of such
“school specimens” may provide some information on social
situation in the past, as well as scientific significance as

natural history collection.
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