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Changes in the Number of Visitors of the Natural
History Museum and Institute, Chiba during
2019-2020 — Influence of COVID-19

Masaaki Okuda

Natural History Museum and Institute, Chiba
955-2 Aoba-cho, Chuo-ku, Chiba 260-8682, Japan
E-mail: m.okd10@pref.chiba.lg.jp

Analyses and interpretation of the statistics of the number
of museum visitors (NMV) are important for exhibition
planning and management of museums. This paper reports on
the NMV of the Natural History Museum and Institute, Chiba
during the fiscal years 2019-2020. The 2019 summer time
exhibition on mammals shows the NMV being similar to the
2017 summer exhibition on mushrooms. The 2020 spring
exhibitions on plums and cherry blossoms as well as the
traveling exhibition on Olympics and Paralympics have
severely been affected by the COVID-19 with significant
decrease in the number of visitors, but recovering after
September 2020. The decrease in NMV during 2019,
compared with 2018, was primarily due to the disaster caused
by Typhoon No. 19 in Chiba Prefecture, but was secondarily
due to the excessive success by the special 2018 exhibition for

dinosaurs. The NMV for 2020 is expected to decrease to c.
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40,000 but will be able to recover to ¢. 120,000 that was the
NMYV in 2017. The decrease of NMV is also serious in
Seitaien (Ecology Park), but can be recovered to the level in
2017 similarly. The NMV data of the Saitama Museum of
Natural History are shown as an example for comparison with
the Natural History Museum and Institute, Chiba.
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