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B B TERSTHICOMAT 2 T EE RSO RS RHERW A SER L2y a 7 ) Foa

a4 beHETH a7 4 MEIENEET,

AAEOWH Z L, REMOKE EAH1 mm

ERZ RN ENS, AR Microcarpolithes hexagonalis Vangerow \[C[FE SN 5. ZTHIEHARW O

varyEHasas A4 FoRETHL E LB,

TEHEHERPSOT ¥ 728 5260 H O

BEb, Zoarusf MOFER, AN ZEICTE S BGEIS Lz e T ) D, N
ITUMETICEZ—F YT REBIACERL TV 2R 5. £/, MAHLICEI -
e ENB a7 ) HOMBLWBGRE BT AR E L THEETH 5.

F—J—K:a7as4 b, a7 $hTEE Microcarpolithes hexagonalis

ur ViR, IFRTVHYu7)RICET ARHR
ThY, ZoRFEEIFERY 2L ICHELEEINS
(Vrdansky & Aristov, 2014; Zhao et al., 2021). > T 7 Y
Bk, THEYu7) EEEI T YIRS ENS (f
JE,2012). FEIu7 VL, BAEOIREALORENA
ERERTBY, PTHLAEYu T VR a7 Y
(Kalotermitinae) 1%, #2#f 3 & 7 1 (drywood termites)
EMHRENDE L DT, o M RBFMIIZAERE
T, BARFORAT TR (REM) I A
BEIS 2 > a7 ) Thb (M, 2012). ZhbDYy
O7VHEIE, KRBPIEFEAELZVEREIIBWTKSZR)
FEICHRINTEL L), EHENTOHOERER (rectal
pad) & LIFC, HEE D 5 K5 2 FIEISKD »
FA5Z EEAHEE L TW5S (Noirot & Noirot-Timothee,
1977; Zukowski & Su, 2020). Z D728, TN LK
T 5 #HK (faecal pellets) (&, o> o7V FIZHRT
WMOTHECHEZBELTBY, HEROFME L TRKS
NB6DOOBNPBE V- T-HAREELZET A EFALN
Twb (Colin et al,2011). T A AH HF L a7y
Incisitermes minor(Hagen, 1858) 7 &I, HFEM 1
EORMEBETERLE SN, ORI EL R
TAHFEXIPYELTHORH SN T3 ETHS (i
J5, 2012). ARz TBIROFERIE, 2A a7 ) B
a7 Y3 (Mastotermitinae) [CdHMSENTHBY, Z0D
BEMEERBL72b DL &b (Colineral,2011).

REWE FWGETHE Ty a 7 ) HoER
&, BUEEWIC X B0 TIT L, MR IR S
NXEARE L TR R T ERGR IS, FEE, T o

TUVEoaTu I A g Iha b, fHREH
O A2 St TORmE» S MO TS
(Colin et al., 2011). F7z, HEEAFMOBERHIZ, v v
T VOB & TR B E SN THER L7261 &
% (Zhao et al., 2020). AARTIE, BEHIHORIILG %
Lo, ZLopERRIEAHIE SN TWE2S, £
NoiE-s7za7us 4 boEHpliZms Ty
(KIIZ A, 2020).

Ko, FEBESF AT 5 TRk e
HroEH L-ya7)Hoarsas 4 beidil, 3
AL RHEREA & OB ICOWCHERT 5. 72, TV
THIICB T AE Ao e Y EHa T4 F o
FEMERIIOWVWTHENTS.

H B

TR O gk 1 B0 28k 7 Rahe (B
M-8R, 1972) &, FREXDEEERE, By, ok
Wik, BB R CREREOSEN ORI NS
(Obata et al., 1982). F&JKHES & T & % il B 5 & 1213,
AHIROFEMES TH B EAEROEFINERED S S
N7cF v — MEFSEIZEEENS. B 7 R ORK
Fiig, EEE I alRe HESER L, SRS R
BT BHERWE SND., KRB IR D1
ARDEBT B REEIC BV TIE, N E Y 7 IREISS
H EOWRMESTET H I 0D, FAER ORI
PRI HERE Y & R S T\ b (Katsura et al., 1984; f1
I -, 2000). RIFFEREE, BEMNOZEHICHER L
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B, b e i s & R, R B RE S AT 02055 T o 1B I = FIH. MU X 55l OVE A, HUELIRE(R 1 Obata & Matsukawa (2009)

XD 5IHLTEX.

72y —E ¥4 ML &5 (Obata & Matsukawa, 2007).
kB omERRIE, 7TYyE/ A FEILAICE ST
mamSh, HERNLI T VBELS THT7TIVET VR
ERTEEZLNTWS (NEIEH, 1975; Obata et al.,
1982; Obata & Matsukawa, 2007, 200972 &). S 512, H
EREIZBWTIE, ALRbAaB I IERILAICE > T
bim s, NLITUYHBTHLIEIRENRTVD
(Obata et al., 1982; Legrand et a/., 2011). PEHRIE L, /)
E1EH (1975) 12X 5T, Cheloniceras (Epicheloniceras)
sp. DEERIZE Y BT 7FT7 YBEOTFE & RIRS 7.
W AL R BB RBULA %8 L 2228, B RE O
AR TR A & L TR S 7z Dowvilleceras sp. \2 355
WT, TVWET VB N THh A REEDER S L Tn
% (Obata & Matsukawa, 2009). JT4F, HHliZA (2016)
W, L—=%—=7 7 V=" a VFEEET T A EEON
it (LA-ICPMS) v, R BBOWE»TVET ¥
Wommtovarz48atl L ezWonricL, v
Yo SMERIIEEIC X o T, AT IVET VD B
BEHITHVE /=T YR RS TREE R R L 72,
ShrEiEL, Mmae S ERT 28 ba PR ba
oMtz d, WHIEZET LI L TOHMONTEY, JEH
FICEEINZRIMEAR S BEHE SN Twd (FH,
1992; Fujiyama, 1994; #3J5 | 2009; Perkovsky et al., 2020).
KX CTHETHa 70T 4 M, 199847 520194
FTI, FRERSTFIE » i S BT CollpR
HOOAET, FEIVEZRELEAOLIV AR
7z (K1), BLFIL, ZhZhoiimicont, {bhad
gD e Ok E LA, BB O W TR Z RS,
(Heri1] PEBA R ER (35°41'57.07N, 140° 51'47.0"E; [X[1)
RAVHEB T 2R EESTHRFCHELT 2. 37
o4 ML WHEMPOMILAEL S ELRELD

EMT 5. REEICETINDHEMOMILE I, BEN
Bt rFA-MICRLZREDLDONHY, T0%
{IC=F FAHOEILRD SN L. WRAKEY Ll
B IIFRCH B, A, MDY (1975) D Loc.
TR0 H 720, PHEEOR TAIIAE T % (Obata &
Matsukawa, 2009).
[H2] FIRFFEEEROEAEN (35°42'23.7'N, 140°5205.17E; [X1)
INVE Y 7 IRFIREILASTEE T HIRIKD K ARy
BT L. ComaEPI, ERoRELERE
10cmiZ EDRBERBVHA SN, ZrOMEWILAHD/N
o Ta a4 PAELT S, Kb, DRI
(1975) @D Loc. 2619123T <, KIRFFIg o> B g #E 12 AH 24
3 % (Obata & Matsukawa, 2009).
[ s53] 7 dilEmrEl (35°42'57.2"N, 140°52'03.2"E; [X[1)
REES LR EEOBREI/NBICEILNT S, Kt
BT BIV A=y F A=V KO
KOREMPEETHERELY)ITTT A MIERT
. ARIGHETIZ, BB BB Y55 O KRAULA % i
WCAES . AR, BEER - 85K (1972) @ Loc. 101238
weiltEsh, BriEEohiiEiEicshz, BT
W4 25m BALICAE T 2@ L Bbh b (Obata &
Matsukawa, 2009).
[Ho4) # 7 imiERdbEs (35°43°03.9°N, 140°52'10.97E; [X1)
RAESLDRELESTHRICELT S, 3707
4 ML, BRERBTIZL Y ZRICHESNE NV Ty
JIRFIR R EZ R TN SR LT 5. Kk
T KA, BHEROT Y E 4 FEOHEBRR, )
B DB DPERERT 5130, AEOH A, ¥
AW, AIH, HMERRELES TERT S, A
MEOCRAbAEREEL, BT TRELTEINT
By, BB -#HAK (1972) DLoc. 09, /NEIEH (1975)
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@ Loc. 7316, Kase & Maeda (1980) D Loc. 2, M Ulsaji et
al. (2022)IZBVTHIgE S Nz /NE LA Z A ET 5
JBHEIZEE M L, Bk oKD 5850 m LA7I2H 7
% (Obataetal., 1982).

mhEFE

KL TH-72a 7054 ML, BH- 4 (2004) 12
HLUT, Fa B X2 REGO5REEHTaa»
ST L7z, RIELEAY Y TIVIE, FEERBITTMNY
B LeDL, TIABHNTT b T 7 2= VF7 R
F M7 A KE# (02N NaTPB-IN NaCl) 122 L, &
BENTHRE L. SaoiRgis okt L7z
H, ¢ 100, 500, 1000 um DFRERH 5 %\ & W TilE %
KB L7z, a7a54 Fohitix, @9 Lz3k%
WAl S ot FEARBAMEE T CHEM L 2. EAOHE
&, AENF VT AL B EEDOR, EEE T HEME
HITACHI S-800% HI\»CTAT - 7. BAROFHANE, E#lfx
(L) W% (D) I22oWT, WELEGFEZY LIS
To7z. WikfE (D) &, EZiH->7z600H09 5,
xte e 2BOERAKE WERSZFHII L7 (X3).

AF LTI, Colin ef al.(2011) & Knaust(2020) (2 fiE
W, avus4 MNEERLAGY 7Y v LTRIIRL 72
B, KL THozara g4 ML, $RTTHEEY
P A ISR ST WD (BEARB$kRL 5 CBM-PI).

FCEk

HIEFL  Ichnofamily Bactrylliidae Knaust, 2020
HEIRJE  Ichnogenus Microcarpolithes Vangerow, 1954
¥ A THIRME  Type ichnospecies.—Microcarpolithes
hexagonalis Vangerow, 1954; Senonian, Netherlands.
Microcarpolithes hexagonalis Vangerow, 1954
X2, 3

WA — CBM-PI 3921-3947

PR YA A C B A S BB R R L, &
B, SIKRELEH 2D 0bH 5. IIRIEAES -
ST, —HoumdME 28ALH 5 ([K2-3, 12, 21a,
227 L), BEWTHIEAAIEE 22 L (X2-10a), E#lZiG-
TOODEHNILSR. ORI MLIILRITEFA, HASv
EA (M2-1,2,4,10a,b) Tix, Bk, #®
EBROMOFHPMEGEAAEONS. KEWERD
AuiBiziE, W ZRe D O/NEATBL SN, T ONLEIZ
BLBEoOMIIHIGL TWwa (H2-21b). KinEfo i
21, AAEEPEEEIN Db H D (X2-2,5,6,11).
KNI EARWIET, BUNRMYDFE ST 5. K
MMM FOBARLBIS SN 0Y (M2-15,18), Th
5 DM IHER) O ORF- AR S NG & b
. BEWTTELZIE, FRR) R ARG Bl S e v (X
2-4,27). RWhEE % GHI L 722608 T, f/h7%0.33mm,
WR20.94mm TH V), F39fHIE#0.60mmTH % (14
3). Wi, H/hA%021mm, #K2%0.58mmTdH b

FIHEIER037Tmm TH 5 ([M3). AR TREICE & W
MPEDWICKE A ONT, FHL THIL6 (Fh
H1.31, #WAKfE1.88) TH 5.

fiti % — 4R J& Microcarpolithes Vangerow, 19541%, % J
Y OBRMAMRY ) =7 YRS L7, BN
I OWTH & FE o R IRDILA ZFLH T AR bR
TdHA. Vangerow (1954) 1, INOEFETRHMOFETE &
HWF L, PrE A ORERIA 2 K TEIE Carpolithes
Brongniart, 18221210 % 2%, 135 M IT/MITH B & LT
REx T, 2HEEARRLTW5. 20, Hall(1963)
&, Microcarpolithes hexagonalis Vangerow, 1954 % 55X fifi
& LT, Microcarpolithes & D FEf % [ @ % 1 mm % i 2
LTWREZONSGHTFE G —RNoOMT % &R
Thh, ZREEEREZRL, FEOMIZHETE 2w
bo] LEF L7 —77, Knobloch(1970, 1971, 1977)
1%, Vangerow(1954) 3L #K L 72 M. hexagonalis % & Ts
Microcarpolithes J&SFEIZ DO WTHEHME L, L5 2%
O TIRRL, REoarus4 MURETLIDL
EZl. ok BELVALEYOT ) EHOTR O
X 5MAE B YH (Noirot & Noirot-Timothée, 1977),
Kovach & Dilcher(1988) 12 & - T Microcarpolithes J& 1%
ur )Eoarsus {4 FThHLHEHEmOTHNTLL
Me, CORMPILLZITFANSNTWAS (Colin et al.,
2011; Moreau ef al., 2019; Knaust, 2020). Knaust(2020) (&
Microcarpolithes [ D AR 5 7 v & LT D EFRE T
L, Microcarpolithes | DFEB & [HRIR, IR F 7212
HAHEFNza7aI 4 b THY, ZOWIHIER LML
D, WEBHEREIZIGE] EHERL TWD.

K LT - 72 AL, Knaust(2020) O E % L 72
Microcarpolithes J& DR & —3 L, Z O Wi 2SS AIE
TH5HI DD, M hexagonalis \ZHE S N5, FATHE
FETRBMSINTEARE LT 5 &, K LDOEARIZ,
Colin et al.(2011) \ZX o THIRSINTZT 7 ¥ AW v T
YIMNRCHATHETVET V- ) =T RS
&N M. hexagonalis\Z, KZ S K ORINEE L BriRifED
A WRAA—59 % (IX3; Colin et al., 2011, pl. 1, figs. 4-13).
mz<, BEovfea 7 VERLTLA AT T
WA a7 )EORER LS, K& SRR Wit
DEDOMEA UL ([X3; Colin et al., 2011, pl.1, figs. 1-3).

HEREAH ROV ILE LA & OB E—P I R (1, Hxd)
PHER LI T A M, FOREIEIPLEHETDH
D, NS&har7asf MIE XY AES T AHEINAR
bhn (M2-1,2,4,10). FREDFEIRIE, Colin e al.(2011)
WCEoTITVADT VY v T x—L « XL ZHFTOT
VET UBEX D EM T 5 M hexagonalis |28\ T b ity
ENTW5b. Colineral.(2011) &, 27T 7A4 FOYA
X LW E 23R E OBEIZRED bk e LTw
BN, Th¥xrYz—1L - X4 IEOERD, Wiz
WETHHTHERAED S, BibailoFEIC L - TR
LNTWDZ L, RFEOWEAHIEOSHE ILET 5
FUCHIRZE V. WU, YTy 7 REIREEASE
ET MO, HRGPHRWEHEES NS Z L
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locality 1: Toriakeura Fm ——0.1 mm

.12.
13

locality 2: Inubouzaki Fm ——0.1mm

'6 .7 .18

(middle part)
locality 3: Kimigahama Fm ——0.1 mm

1

(lower part)

locality 4: Kimigahama Fm —0.1 mm
. . 21b
22 23 24 25 .26 27

E2. k1 REEED S U 72 Microcarpolithes hexagonalis Vangerow, 1954, 1-10(CBM-PI 3921-3930) : P pE (X1 : Hp1), 10alX10b®
Ff &R, 11-15(CBM-PI 3931-3935) : KBRIGRE#E (X1 ; #i52), 16-18(CBM-PI 3936-3938) : & » degrhilmE (X1 ; #isk3), 1927
(CBM-PI13939-3947) : & » i@ F e (X1 #54), 21b1d321a0 FHZRT. 4, 8, ISIEBOI T T A M HHER LERERT.
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Mastotermes darwiniensis,

y =1.489x + 0.0376
R? = 0.8597

0 0.2 04 0.6 0.8
#rmE (D) (mm)

X3. k1 J@#E D & U 72 Microcarpolithes hexagonalis Vangerow,
1954DK & S04, P IBREE O26BEARIZOWCREIE (L) &M
Mt (D) =7 ay L (BRAED), BUREME RO, /MMEAR (5
T M2-10) ERAKEAR (FL K2-21) OEHEAZRIRLA. FRE
DOIENE, 7TV R Ty MUIGATL2HER»HER L7
M. hexagonalis DFFHIE (Colin er al., 2011, pl. 1, figs. 4, 6, 8, 9% JCIZ
LCRHIILCEIHL2d ). BIKED=MENE, BIAFE Kalotermes
DKL (Colin et al,, 2011, pl. 1, figs. 1). FIKEX OWMAENL, BUER
Mastotermes darwiniensis D3R (Colin et al., 2011, pl. 1, figs. 3).

E4. F oy Sl Lz ba (CBM-PB 207) O4MEME
B MALHIERALL, P A2 GRLCREEA S Tw
%, a7 VEOEY I LLE R S B /INMLE MR RS2 FeH
LTWwWa. BHWUMAIL, MLO—2FIERLb O (KH)).

o, XD/NSHRERSEHRINZONS LGV, 7
B, M. hexagonalis D 4 1%, FHR %I L 72M8kD
KESIKGFTHLDEEZONLD, FNHFH—FEN
DOH—A ML BE D, FLIFTHEDOENIZLEDON
FHWCTE R,

BT X ) Hh L a7 ) ofERIE, BESR
TeMARNOZER (F4L) 1B 2 SNz, REICHHTS
7=/ L (B Y W LR, kick-out hole) 7 S AMEE~FEH
Ehb (F121E, Woodrow et al., 1999). fH Jz N1 ML &
o T2 ARMIE, NEBOER S NI 22 & 20, A%
o EOWE LIRS IZTAFREINE 720, MOREHIHKD
IR EIND I LDH D (A, 2009). ShTIEHEE ~
TR S ML E DS L, BRI R S iz
EABEMT 5. B i@y Sl LM baoRi%
B L 2h, EEImMmEO/NLBLEEAAET S 2
LB L7z (K4). 2o/NMLOKE S oMK (B
14mm) &, BAEolLfeyuar7 g a7) s
T A M LRIZELSBTwS, 2, Zobn
3, SMEPESIEEEINR TV DY, TOERIEI Y
A= EELPE-> TR, L oT, 2ot
Ak, a7V EHOEAOMERLE L TR S N7z
AR 2 BR L CHEBCRICO R SNz ohd Lk w

%B, $hrEBRICBI 2 TaT 4 boREIRIE, HERE
WhTarsaeg A4 FPEARTEREL TS DE, H
Boarusf FBEETLILENAON (K24, 8,
15). B oarus 4 M EETHERNLE LT, FH
PAMHOEFLCHEE L ZRECTEZ N T E, AW
TEMEIGEIEN CHER LR B 5. B DV,
K2-15DEAD X H 12, ok FIZL2HMzHE>a s
O34 MOBEBELTVWBLEAIZIE, b T
Wb OPHERE CHEMLZIEE 2w d Lk,

£13

Microcarpolithes hexagonalis % 2 L 7= v 7 V) Fig,
HEoLvsevar )l a7 VELAY a7
ViRt a7 VEHE RS, KaERIFEALEERVA
MEBE LT, EhErSLELKRFEKYIE Z LHT
E LN R a T VEHTH o722 LR RS
1L % (Noirot & Noirot-Timothée, 1977; Kovach & Dilcher,
1988; Colin et al., 2011; Knaust, 2020). $kT-REEEHERE D
B EBREEICOWTId, WAL LAER U DT 5,
ZRH ) R W R BE DR RIE ST W% (Legrand er
al,2011). L7285 T, WZRI2IE, WY o@#EI K%
BEALEERVEMERY, ZRNEEEIG L7220
TVEICHH SN T LiEgshs, ZoZkid, 3
HEOTAVAAYTFAL a7 )hHe7 2 VRO T
HEVE AU T O B L 22 k& FEE L TWnWh &
WCHIMITH B (FRA, 2009).

a7 B, BT IRIGEET S EfEEINT
W% (Vrsansky & Aristov, 2014; Zhao et al., 2021). i
DAL DFLERIE, LN Y oL I T BT



(VR E

POMIE XN TWD (Engel ef al., 2007, 2011; Maksoud et
al.,2017). ¥L4E, G4 PR O BRIREHL A S PE 1
THr uT)RitAoOMEsERL, AfKEI a7
FOEELECREATREZ > 2L LTHEAINT
W5 (#lZ2 13 Engel et al., 2007; Grimaldi et al., 2008; Zhao
et al., 2020, 2021; Jouault et al., 20217 &). —J5, WHEL
WA L7z B S s s a7 VEOFERIE, K
LAEAFE SN WHERIBRBIIC B W T Iba & L TR S
23, arsugf rofbhaiskid s a7 ) EHORR
R OIS A BRI 29 A TEETHL. IhFE
T, RovurTVEHoaTes 4 ME, MEA XD
WRY T U7 VL DS TW2AY (Pires & Sommer,
2009), HIMIAMAO T VEOI TR T4 MEI —
0y 8 ROAEK, BAPLIMESINTVLITRET, 1)
MR R GHERT DOTE L7z (K5). E51,
SRR L FIE ONL 7 VIR ONF o OB
DATTTA MIOWTADE, 4 F1) A E (Collinson,
1990; Batten, 1998; Francis & Harland, 2006; Sweetman &
Insole, 2010) K U¥7 7 ¥ APG#EB (Colin er al., 2011), 71
FHIER (Scott & Stea, 2002) (ZBRE STz (IX5).
FEAE, WPENE Y TV HIXIZ A0S B EEAKITRE (Huolinhe
Formation) ® FEfAkpelE (ONL I 7 VRS LI -7 77 «
TYRETE) 256, 7Y T7HI T L & B H AR
ovurVHEoasus 4 bAHRESN TS (Dong
etal,2022). ThWz, K#PEHE TR 728k TREEHEOM

Early Cretaceous

hexagonalis \%, 7 ¥ 7 #IBCT2HIH omiiAHL O T 0
TIVEHaTuIAf behbh INLOLAREKICLD,
NLIT7T U YHFETICE, Yur R Ebr—F
T RKBEQLRFHFICHA LTI LAUREh, YT
VOB T AL S 2 o 70 & S B HEE
R AIbAiikE LCHETH S.

HiEE

Rfgeld, FarEzuwcHoshaMibaicown
T, KREEHIC (BN ) LIy 2 88T
moshE Lz, IHHEBSRK @kl 2, a7y
Fazusf bagbaaxHEMLCnzZE T LA
P A — 7 HEER RS, BHER A N O PUSE AR
OBIEOBEEZ > T2 F L FhEAOLE
ME2LD ARG ISR EFE L. 50
i R L BUF E 5. RBIRICIE, AR AE
JiFF 2T e A M) —IREB20214EE (553000]) 4~
W FEBR GO — 8 E AL F L7

51 ATk
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Brongniart, A. 1822. Sur la classification et la distribution des végétaux
fossiles en général, et sur ceux des terrains de sédiment supérieur en

Albian
Aptian
Barremian-Aptian
Barremian
Hauterivian-Barremian
Valanginian

Ol )» + %0 0O

Berriasian

®5. miipifdo> a7 )EHaTe T4 FoEHREL. Scotese (2014, Map 28, Barremian, 127.5 Ma) % JGIC KBERLE X % /E L, Colin er
al. (2011, p. 136) & Dong et al.(2022) DFEMMT — % ZERTHER L7z, TN ZNOEBOFIHICIEL oY) Th 5. 1, Berriasian of
Araripe Basin, Brazil (Pires & Sommer, 2009); 2, Valanginian of South Africa, Sundays River Fm (Dale & McMillan, 2002; McMillan, 2003a, 2003b) ;
3, Hauterivian-Barremian of the Weald Clay, U.K.(Collinson, 1990; Batten, 1998) ; 4, Hauterivian-Barremian of Angeac, Charente, SW France (Colin et
al., 2011); 5, Barremian of Isle of Wight, UK., Wessex Fm (Francis & Harland, 2006; Sweetman & Insole, 2010) ; 6, Barremian-Aptian of the East coast
of Nova Scotia, Canada, Chaswood Fm (Scott & Stea, 2002); 7, Barremian-Aptian of eastern Inner Mongolia, Northeast China, Huolinhe Fm (Dong et
al., 2022); 8, Barremian-Aptian of Japan, Choshi Group (this study); 9, Aptian of Sauerland, Germany (Huckreide, 1982); 10, Aptian of Utah, U.S.A.,
Cedar Mountain Fm (Dayvault & Hatch, 2005); 11, Aptian of Potiguar Basin, Brazil, Alagamar Fm (Colin ef al., 2011); 12, Lower Albian of NW Spain,
Escucha Fm (Colin ef al., 2011); 13, Albian of Alberta, Canada, Moosebar Fm. (McLean & Wall, 1981); 14, Uppermost Albian of Charente-Maritime,
SW France (Néraudeau et al., 2002; Colin et al., 2011).
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This paper describes termite coprolites from the
shallow marine deposits of the Lower Cretaceous Choshi
Group in Chiba Prefecture, Central Japan. These copro-
lites are small, less than 1 mm, having a characteristic
subcylindrical shape with hexagonal cross-section and are
assigned to ichnospecies Microcarpolithes hexagonalis
Vangerow. This is the first report of termite coprolites
from Japan and also the second record from the Lower
Cretaceous deposits in East Asia. This occurrence
indicates that the drywood termites are distributed widely
in the Eurasian continent by Barremian and supports the
idea that an important evolutionary radiation of termites
occurred during the Early Cretaceous.



