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Two ancient documents owned by Otaki Castle Branch of the Natural History Museum and
Institute, Chiba

Zenji Watanabe * and Yuuna Ishii

Otaki Castle Branch, Natural History Museum and Institute, Chiba
481 Otaki, Otaki-machi, Isumi-gun, Chiba 298-0216, Japan
*E-mail: z.wtnb@pref.chiba.lg.jp

The Otaki Castle Branch of the Natural History Museum and Institute, Chiba, which opened in 1975 as the Chiba Prefectural
Sounan Museum, is currently in the process of confirming the current status of its collection in preparation for their transfer of
ownership to Otaki town, as recommended in the "Future Plan for the Chiba Prefectural Museum" published in September 2020.
We would like to introduce two new documents that we were able to identify during this process. The first is a collection of
documents from a family that served as the village headman of Hama village, Isumi district, Kazusa Province, which provides
an insight into the trends in the production of argumentative maps in the Boso area.The second historical document shows that
after the Meiji Restoration, the families with samurai antecedents of the former Otaki domain formed an incorporated foundation
in accordance with the Civil Code to manage and administer their shared property.These historical documents are valuable for

understanding the history of the Boso area of Chiba Prefecture.
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