Preservation and Management of Industrial Materials in Museums
In Relation to Designation of Important Cultural Assets
in the Field of Science and Technology

Hirohiko TAKAGI

Abstract Many industrial materials are articles which were originally produced for the purpose of
certain operation and are expected to maintain their original operation and function at the
time of their production even after being stored in a museum.Recently,so-called mobile
preservation of materials is beginning to receive attention in the museum world.

Also,compared with historical and ethnic materials which are a hundred or a thousand years
old,industrial materials are inclined to deteriorate more quickly,losing their basic values while
in storage.

With partial amendment of designation standard of important cultural assets in 1996,an
article of science and technology has been added to the field of historical
materials.Preservation and management of cultural assets in the fields of science and
technology after being designated as important assets have a lot in common with those of
industrial materials in museums.

This paper discloses my basic opinions on management of industrial materials collected and
stored in museums.

Key Words: museum, science museum, corporate museum, industrial material,
science and engineering material, mobile preservation, important cultural assets,
science technology, preservation, repair, restoration
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