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The Development and Utilization of a Visiting Study
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Abstract . In the ten years since its inception, the Chiba Museum of Science and Industry has had

about 350,000 visitors a year, amounting to three million by 2003. Visits by school groups,
however, have not been particularly numerous, accounting for only 4.7% of the total atten-
dance. The Museum is in the process of instituting a number of financial reforms, including
admission charges for adult visitors and the phasing out of large-screen exhibitions; in this
context, greater demands will be made for enrichment of the content the Museum can offer.
This paper will focus on the development and utilization of a “worksheet” particularly
designed to enhance the learning experience for groups of elementary school students. It
will examine the usefulness of the worksheet on three floors of the Museum: History of
Modern Industry, Invitation to High Technology, and Creative Space. It is argued that the
effectiveness of both the Museum and the school will be increased if study visits are under-
taken in conjunction with regular classes.
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